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PREFATORIAL

“When you see a worthy person, endeavour to emulate him…
when you see an unworthy person then examine your inner self.” 
When any beginner experiencing that first lesson eventually finds himself dressed in his brand new BJMA training uniform. And ‘someone’ has bothered to assist you with ‘that’ awkward wrap around jacket, what exactly ties with what and where? “And what do I do with this extremely long ‘white belt’? Does it actually go around my waist two or three times?” Was probably your first esoteric question to yourself? Here you are now, in position at the back of the pack, on you’re own but not alone on the basketball stadium battlefield with so many likeminded military (martial) devotees. With uncanny discipline everyone in the room is responding to every command from a daunting solitary voice constantly chanting in cadence from somewhere out the front of the class. “Push ups, sit ups now run from one side to side,” screams that voice. “Now bend and touch the floor on each side as you are running” was a deliberate demand as if it was meant directly for you. “Line up, quickly, double time now punch, kick… be punched, be kicked, knock one and other down, pick yourselves up. Don’t help anyone! Everyone gets up on their own steam”, held even more deliberation. 

Just as you was thinking, ‘Maybe I should not even be here?’ that daunting voice suddenly modified and became a caring, compassionate educational authority. Answering all of your ‘What ifs?’ Suddenly, when you least expected, ‘that cadence voice’ re-emerged “Push ups, sit ups now running from side to side… “Why?” You almost thought out loud. Then as you have observed all the differing ‘degrees’ of abilities from all of the black belts up the front, to the many coloured belts throughout the floor space. You suddenly realize why you arrived here in the first place. You had been told by several friends and now you have observed it for yourself! Everyone in this room could kick your butt, including and especially all these other white belts that you know have had less than ten lessons. And they are almost as good as those yellow belts. 

Now you get it, why you took up the challenge! “Bring it on”, you inwardly scream to yourself. Now you know it does not matter how many times these white belts knock you down, you will pick yourself up on your own steam. After only a few lessons as you have been observingthe instructors style and methodology of teaching these martial minded enthusiasts, you’ve noticed that before attaining the coveted black belt a student is merely learning self defence. And from observation of all the higher ranks it is obvious that after black belt the BJMA individual now becomes a student of a multitude of diversified martial arts, at least one art for each country of the world. The more you travel – the more you learn!
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“A true Black Belt following the path of the Warrior unwittingly changes their way of life… 
for they can never be the same person again.” 
What is now even more obvious from your observations is that as martial artists they are introduced to a lifelong journey of self-improvement. The ladder of ones own life is laid out as a journey of ten steps (i.e. Ten Degrees), where each step must be observed and studied before making that next step ‘up’ the ladder and venturing onto the next level. 

“Limitations you thought you had… No longer exist.”
Generally the amount of time in years you will spend on each degree is equivalent to the actual number of that next degree. Thus, a new first degree will really observe and evaluate themselves for approximately two years. This couple of years is generally just enough time to observe the difference within yourself as you changed your mind set from your journey as a prospect through the coloured belt divisions, to waking every morning, as a brand new Black Belt.

After just two years of living you’re life as a black belt, constantly thinking, training preparing for that next level, second degree. The day of blood, sweat and tears finally arrived. And now having just graded to second degree, you observe this post grading entity is an entirely new you. Complete with the realisation you can never be that same person again (i.e. that first degree), you have not only entered the marathon, you have won your third major battle. Going through the brown belt grading ‘was’ tough’. Going through the fist degree grading thinking the alternative was death! At the second degree grading, well that was something really different. This was perhaps to some, thought as being something unachievable. We all experience this level as an extremely difficult and physically demanding endurance test, the absolute test of a lifetime. 

This is even titled the ‘MARTIAL ARTS MARATHON’ and it is here that the serious practitioner will spend the following three years comprehending where this personal journey is heading. You find now that communicating with coloured belts and sparring with ‘those’ first degrees is no longer anywhere near as challenging as it had previously been. Second degrees are identifiable to everyone due to the red embroidery on each end of their belt stating both names of the person and the style. This is symbolic from antiquity of giving of yourself to the system; the amount of sweat you left on the floor at your grading and now the red embroidery on the ends of your black belt are both a part of the metaphor representing the giving of your blood as a sign of your allegiants to the ‘Brotherhood’. 

In Japanese culture this is referred to as ‘Bushido’ – “The way of the warrior”, involving three elite warrior levels being Samurai, Yakuza and Ninjas (With separate mountain warrior priests known as Yamabushi), always armed with double swords, Katana (Long blade) and Wakisashi (Short blade). Physically identified with a top knot hair style and body markings (Tattoos) showing their rank status. In the much more ancient Celtic culture the reference here is ‘MacFinn’ – “The way of the Brotherhood”, Mac signifying brother and Finn being three elite warrior levels. Fionna, Fiai and Filhi (With separate mountain warrior priests known as Druids) always armed with double swords, Falcuta (Long blade) and Faca (Short blade). Physically identified as always wearing a torque (Symbol of freedom) around their necks with a crest (Mohawk hair style) and body markings (Tattoos) showing their rank status. 

Almost immediately, following your grading and the application of that ‘red’ embroidery you will become aware of a new found respect shown to you by third and fourth degrees, this new found respect is your ‘new challenge’. Although there is merely one and two degrees between you and them, you know they have all been training more than double the years you have. Learning, training and sparring with these higher degrees is a whole new dimension to be added to you journey. And they give you no choice… you have to be up for it! 

Up to this point in time the journey has been almost entirely presented to the practitioner as ‘physical’ with the focus almost entirely on ones personal power, self esteem awareness, peak conditioning, nutrition, muscle strengthening, correct stretching technique to elongate these stronger muscles, correct body fat content, due to correct food intake. All of this attention and direct focus aimed at you has had its purpose of developing ‘you’ as an individual martial artist with a base core as strong as could be developed for and by you. 

Now you and the system have three years to scope you ‘beyond’ this individualism. You will be inspired by the actions of others, you will enjoy passing on your current acquired knowledge to the brown belts and all of the new black belts coming through after you. Be prepared, these browns & blacks will flock to you seeking advice, they will have difficult questions! You will find many previous unexplored ‘mental’ pleasures from assisting others in their quest to achieve what you have just achieved, the MARATHON. 

From the fourth degrees you will learn much more about the ‘mental – psychological’ aspects of fighting than everything you have learned thus far. Many new experiences will unfold as you learn from the third degrees about compassion and the martial ‘ART’ discipline of the martial arts journey as a philosophy of ‘TRUTH’, the selflessness of sharing ‘all’ of your abilities with ‘all’. 
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“As a third degree you are a mirror reflection of self through students.” 
Three years have passed before you know it; you have completed your grading. As a third degree wearing your red uniform you are recognised by your peers and the system as a teacher. You are no longer simply an individual looking out for # 1. Generally at this point the decision to open your own club has become an issue. TCB – Taking Care of Business, right location and rent and overheads coupled with right marketing and advertising, with a realisation you already were aware of… nothing is for free. Up until now you have been a student, you were an instructor as a second degree (You may have instructed for some time as a first degree – you probably served as an assistant instructor much earlier) and now you will officially ‘teach’ for the next four years. 

Now you have the added pressure of developing your own ‘white belts’ all the way through to ‘black belts’. Undoubtedly each of them will be a reflection of self, this is the reason third degree is the most self stressful and self demanding of all grades. They simply become total reflections of YOU, in effect you are actually seeing your own mistakes through them! When any white through black is solely under your direction, at first you see every minor detail. Every minor discrepancy is illuminated, setting off a chain reaction of mini neuron explosions between the brain cell activity of your conscious and sub conscious thoughts. Now you are so keen to share so much with so many, it can become a catastrophe. 

Four years later and the saviour has arrived, your next grading level of fourth degree, this is known as the ‘Lower Masters Level’. You are no longer a teacher, you have elevated to the status of ‘Guide’. You are now identified by wearing a plain (No badges or any other identification, this is a form of humility, you being happy with who you are) all white uniform with ‘equal’ red and white stripes added to your black belt around your waist with the white specifically on the top and the ‘red’ on the bottom. This Lower Masters Level is symbolic of knowing the black belt is the journey and the white stripe is the knowing where you have come from, your beginning. While the ‘red’ is intrigue, the unknown quantity of the journey and where you actually are going. 

Five years later and your next grading of fifth degree is the opposite of the MARATHON and known as the ‘Upper Masters Level’. This grading is titled the ‘SPRINT’ due to the actual timeframe of ‘physical activity’ is merely three minutes. Strangely though, everyone who has done this last of our gradings performed in view by the public – all agree the fifth degree SPRINT is by far the most demanding of all our gradings to this point. To transcend through these two MASTER levels while the emphasis is to remain within their duality, the practitioner kneels on their right knee. From here they meditate on the asceticism and the metaphoric zymology of the simplicity of slowly removing their belt and upon replacing it to their body, they have reversed the action which gives the red its new dimension – Worn On Top. Their duality is more than simply visual, besides looking so similar, after so many years training together they have bonded. They are definitely brothers and sisters by choice rather than by chance. 
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After five years and on completion of the fifth degree grading in most BJMA Systems (Bob Jones Martial Arts) practitioners at these two ranks and everyone above all wear white uniforms. In Celtic culture this wearing of white is symbolic of the constant battle of light over dark (our known versus our unknown). Lower ranks wear black as they are searching, and higher ranks wear white as they are discovering. For many millenniums in our ancient mythology the bull being black was our unknown source, he had to be sacrificed to the mid afternoon Sun being bright white. As an offering to the Gods he would be defeated in battle by the Fiona Warrior (In the Gaelic language Fiona means one of the light, one of intellect). Our red and white belt represents the mid afternoon SUN and the Sun at dusk as it turns bright red. And as the crescent of the Moon appears within the darkness of night – we see the horns of the bull reappear, declaring yet another potential challenge of the future. Mythology warns Celtic warriors to be aware for three days prior and after the time when the moon is full, as a challenging paradox this is also a time for celebration.

At BJMA seminars, gradings and functions all fourth and fifth degrees tend to congregate together more than any other ranks. You will notice them as they slowly role the hem of their sleeves three times reminding themselves of those three physically demanding gradings (Brown belt plus first degree black belt… and the second degree MARATHON. And also as a respect to our Anglo Celtic forefathers who built this nation, they rolled their sleeves three times to prepare for a hard days work!). After battling their way through those three physical levels and then that third degree Teaching dilemma, they now have this Twin-ship of Lower & Upper Master-ship, four and five years consecutively of slowly replacing themselves within their organisations. Through these nine years each of them will develop many of their own third degrees and of course much larger numbers of second & first degrees and one can only guess how many new ‘Prospects’ will evolve through their coloured belt systems, and so the paradox of our ‘ascetic cycle’ continues. 

This paradox, of on the one hand everyone is expected to be successful at building their own martial arts network while from another perspective… the purpose of self replacement is to once more have extra personal time for advancement. This being their original studies of the Physicality (Body), blended with the multiple sharing of the systems Psychological attributes (Mind). Now it is imperative to continue to build their organisations under their control so as to prosper, but all fourth and fifth degrees must individualise amongst themselves and work regularly together to progress in all areas of the Spiritual aspects (Soul). As these three simple words of Mind (Circle), Body (Square) & Spirit (Triangle) are in essence – ‘The’ Actual Journey, thus the personal logo of our Creator, Patron & Founder is a triangle within a circle protected by a square. 

These gradings from white belt beginners up to and including fifth degree, the Masters Level are always witnessed by all students of the organisation, the more advanced gradings of sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth & tenth degree are more personal between the individual and the organisation at the higher end of this degree structure. Every aspect of this of course, will be covered in explicit detail later in these writings, this is significant of the transparency attached to the name, “The Greatest Story Never Told” – Until Now. Whether or not you are an avid reader, to truly understand the Bob Jones Story – You must read this, “The Greatest Story Never Told”. 



PROSPECTIVE YEARS

THE BEGINNING

THE COLORED BELT JOURNEY

The Bob Jones Story following on from what happened before “Let the Good Times Roll”… with this part two being titled, “The Greatest Story Never Told”, while also having the sub-title, ‘THE TEN ESOTERICAL DEGREES’. 

In 1963, I had several situations arise that had turned my entire lifestyle around. My marriage to my wife Pauline had fallen apart; the police had advised me it would be better if I simply closed down my illicit sly-grog shop (an illegal bottle shop due to our Government controlled 6 pm. closing of all licensed premises. For more on this, see part three in this series - The Violent Years). Both these situations, plus a riot set up by a rival dance promotion group, had local councils disqualify my permits and close down three separate successful rock and roll venues. Talk about being pissed off! 

Have you heard that expression about one door closing and another door opening? Just as I thought life was giving me the rawest deal ever, coincidentally on the same day as the assassination of Americas president John F Kennedy - Dave Milne and Bill Sabotka, a couple of good mates and ‘BOUNCER’ associates of mine made me an offer I could not refuse.

They proposed that the three of us start up a security company to be called The ‘BJC - Trouble Shooters,’ specialising in venues heading out of control, allowing us to quote three times the normal rate of pay. From that point on I found myself in a completely new and exciting lifestyle, doing what I had always done best, using my fists, except this time the deal I had been offered, was to get paid exceptionally high pay for what had always come naturally. 

A couple of weeks after the 23rd of November, that fateful day that JFK had his life closed off from the rest of the world, that same day that my own world took on a new turn of events… I was having breakfast and while browsing through the morning paper, I came across an advertisement for a Martial Arts demonstration by renowned International author Mr Donn F. Draeger. 

He was an American who had spent the last twenty years living and working in Japan while also studying many of the ancient oriental arts. He had married into a local Japanese family and it wasn’t long before he spoke the language fluently. This gave him exceptional insight into his writing about the philosophy and the esoteric realms of this countries code of Bushido (the way of the Samurai or more literally, the way of the warrior). The actual demonstration was set for a few days later at 12.30pm at the Melbourne Sports Depot in Flinders St, Melbourne. 
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For the past year or so during all of my dilemmas I had co-incidentally been intrigued with this whole cultural concept of these secretive fighting arts, our local media was affording a lot of exposure to a couple of colourful characters in Sydney. Fred Vella (Born in Malta) and Joe Meizner (Yugoslavian) were being promoted as two local Australians who had achieved these mysterious titles known to us, the general public, as Kara-te Black Belts.

Mr Vella achieved national fame when he demolished a suburban house using only his bare fists and feet while wearing only a white Kara-te suit held together at the waist by his ‘mysterious’ Black Belt. That night on the evening news, we all witnessed this young man pulverise this house into a rubble of broken bricks, splintered timber and a cloud of lingering dust.

Mr Meizner achieved national fame when he was approached by one of Sydney’s major property developers… this developer was losing hundreds of thousands of dollars each week, this was due to his property being invaded by squatters. Hundreds of back packers, unemployed street people and drug addicts had moved in and were calling his development home. Armed with only his bare fists and feet and all available television cameras, and wearing only a white Kara-te uniform held together at the waist by his ‘mysterious’ Black Belt. Joe Meizner had entered the building and made everyone an offer none could apparently refuse… on the evening news that night we saw all those squatters leaving that building by all available doors and windows, taking their worldly possessions with them – never to return. Rumour has it that Joe had the foresight to request some small percentage in the deal if he was to be successful, this over the next period of time would make young Joe, a very wealthy martial artist come celebrity around Sydney. Especially within the infamous downtown area known as Kings Cross, Joe will eventually become involved in NSW dirty politics and corrupt members of the NSW Police Force. And along the way of course Mr Fred Vella, Mr Joe Meizner and Mr Bob Jones will all become very good friends (See Bob Jones ‘The Violent Years’). 
Did I mention that every time I saw either Mr Fred Vella or Mr Joe Meisner on national television or in the press, without fail they were always in the presence of different representatives of Sydney’s most beautiful women? Somehow this image gave the distinct impression that this mysterious Black Belt phenomenon and Beauty were inter related. And for a single guy like myself at the time this simply doubled the intrigue, ‘mysticism and seemingly magical powers’ backed by a touch of ‘feminine sexuality’! 

The exposure of these two Kara-te ‘experts’ and their seemingly impossible exploits was my original introduction to this way of Bushido, this ‘way’ of the fighting arts…
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Perhaps you can comprehend my anticipation when I arrived at the MSD and amongst a apprehensive crowd of several hundred I found myself totally mesmerized. This man, the Martial Artist, was a man of intrigue. Mr Donn Draeger was a human being of quality and substance that I had never experienced before to this point in my search for a mentor… he talked of the sword (Katana) as being the Soul of the Samurai, the true path of Bushido (the way of the Warrior). He explained that this journey he had dedicated his life to, was an actual journey of self-discovery and self empowerment and that Black Belt tied around his waist and the esoteric Dans or Degrees that were to be achieved thereafter, were guidelines. Not much unlike a roadmap that could direct a man through the journey of life while gaining an impregnable strength of character. He discussed the philosophy of his training with the sword; this ancient mode of survival, this act of killing with the sword was actually the antithesis of our inhumanity towards others. He endeavoured to have us understand that the word martial represented the ‘fighting arts’, the word ‘art’ was the paradox. He further explained, “The distinction that will develop us as ‘artists’ was that the more knowledge we acquire, eventually the highest order of our belief system is to defend ourselves under any/all conditions without ever having to harm the perpetrator/s”. 

Mr Donn Draeger made this concept sound so exciting and so adventurous, that I even forgot that he was talking about the same race of people, the Japanese, that only twenty years earlier (1943) were responsible for the death and suffering of so many Australians, much later in life I will also learn that my own biological father’s death was a result of his time spent as a POW in Japanese prison camps. I will learn this during the time of a new awareness creation of ‘political correctness’ having us forgiving (although we will never forget, which you can only know and respect if you were there) all past atrocities, just in time for the next round of wars!

After this almost spiritual experience, Donn Draeger’s demonstration would impact on my life much more than I was even conscientiously aware of. For the next two years (Until 1965) I will search diligently for any sign, any possibility that might eventuate whereby I may have the opportunity to pursue this seemingly belligerent lifestyle of this unusual man. On this day that would begin to completely change my life, I had purchased a copy of ‘Asian Fighting Arts’ the author’s latest book release. I had waited patiently in line for his signature and it was as if he could see I was not the average fan, he seemed to be aware of my potential as a protégé of his journey and asking my name, he added the following inscription;

To Bob Jones - my new found friend,
“When you see a worthy person, endeavour to emulate him…
when you see an unworthy person, then examine your inner self.”
Signed: Captain Donn F. Draeger
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THE SIXTIES 
Since the early 1960's & 70’s in Australia and New Zealand (And today in Indonesia (Bali), Israel, Vanuatu, Singapore and recently Fiji. Soon to make our debut into and across Europe) the name Bob Jones has been synonymous with the Martial Arts, Security and Entertainment Industries. These have gone hand in hand with his traditional Mixed Martial Arts, Kickboxing and Boxing promotions and constant expansion. All of the above feature BJMA (Bob Jones Martial Arts) training programs and spectacular National and Worldwide promotional packages.
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Crowd Controllers – The Beginning (*Early sixties Bouncers)
From Left: Dave Milne, Dennis Williamson, Bob Jones (Already referred to as ‘The Chief’) and Bill Sabodtka 
on duty outside the infamous Catcher Discotheque, right down the bottom end of 
#471 Flinders Lane, Melbourne (One and a half blocks from Spencer Street).


BJC - THE FIRST CROSSES… RMG -THE FIRST GROUP
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*I am very proud to acknowledge that this ‘handsome’ group was the first Bob Jones Corporation – Resource Management Group ever formed, and it was at the suggestion of Dave Milne and Bill Sabodka These two crowd controllers, ‘bouncers’, were the first two men to ever receive and wear the BOB JONES CROSS (One more interpretation of the BJC). 

Making me ‘A genuine offer I could not refuse – due to my fighting and marketing skills’, it was ‘their’ idea that the ‘three’ of us should be the beginning of what was about to unfold as the inaugural – Resource Management Group (RMG).

This came about at an extended lunchtime meeting held at Mr Ron Steffani’s LEO’S SPAGHETTI BAR in Fitzroy Street St Kilda, at 12.30pm on Friday November 22nd– 1963. 
Only a small amount of you reading this will be aware that this year of ‘1963’ was two years before I had even thought of commencing my Martial Arts training with Mr Jack Rozinsky in a venue at the rear of the East St Kilda Post Office on March 3rd - 1965 in the Korean style of Tai Kwon Do. 
And… it was still seven years prior to the birth of ZEN DO KAI (1970).
[image: image7.jpg]



This BJC-RMG initiation was a very small part of a global catastrophic change. By an incredible coincidence this meeting took place at the exact time (allowing for International time zones) as the most powerful man of the free world - The President Of The United States Of America – John F. Kennedy was assassinated at 12.30pm on Friday November 22nd – 1963. 

After many, many American Presidents and now, with the advent of the new millennium we have entered the fifth decade that the Bob Jones Corporation has taught many tens of thousands of Australians to protect themselves (and now expanding internationally). And now more than ever, these multiple thousands of students continue to become Black Belts in the BJMA various forms of the fighting arts, for more information please visit; http://www.bobjonesmartialarts.com.au/ 

BJC – RMG SECURITY MANPOWER EXPANSION 

Bob Jones has taught the elite of these Black Belts, always with undying encyclical enthusiasm, how to 'protect others'. And many of them would continue to be employed within his security empire, and varying other developing business interests.

Since the sixties he has expanded his 'Crowd Control' interests. Now in the new millennium, many different associated companies evolving within numerous BJC-RMG’s provide the security for most of Australasia's entertainment venues including Casinos, Nightclubs and major outdoors functions. And as you can imagine, the BJC-RMG concept has continued to infiltrate many diversified areas of the business arena, the exciting thing about this in today’s business market, now it has become a Global Vision.



THE SEVENTIES

FIRST DEGREE MARTIAL ARTS GRADING – 1965-1970: 
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“A true Black Belt following the path of the warrior unwittingly changes their way of life… for they can never be the same person again”.
After five years (since March 3rd – 1965) as a prospect working my way through the ranks (Including twelve months with my first instructor Mr Jack Rozinsky), I finally shook off the coloured belt system and was awarded my Black Belt by Mr Tino Ceberano and Mr Sal Ebonez on December 13th – 1969. 

This five year period is recorded as ‘credit years’ and can be drawn upon with future Degree Gradings (see Bob Jones Eighth Degree grading times during 1997-2003 where I use two of these five credit years, cutting my eight year time-frame back to six years). 
Six months after my Black Belt Grading I had completed my provisional period of time and it was now time for me to establish my full First Degree Black Belt Grading. 

This had been planned to coincide with the opening of the first ever BOB JONES MARTIAL ARTS SCHOOL. 

This was also the birth date of what would soon become known around the world as ZEN DO KAI FREESTYLE MARTIAL ARTS (A Division of the BJC) at 48 Elizabeth St, Melbourne. 

Both my FIRST DEGREE GRADING and the long anticipated inaugural professional instructional class taken by myself was at 6pm on Monday the 1st of June, 1970. 

This was also the birth date of a concept that within a few years would become known as the BJC-WSC (Bob Jones Corporation – World Steering Commission). This Commission will be responsible for sanctioning all Black Belt grading requirements beyond Fifth Degree, including all of the founder’s advanced grading requirements through to and including Tenth Degree - Full Red Belt, encompassing the founders passion, ‘Tara Mileate’.



	SECOND DEGREE MARTIAL ARTS GRADING - 1972:
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“The Martial Arts Marathon” 
Over the years this grading has had several modifications, due to its enduring/injurious nature. Although its *infamous reputation has always preserved the title of The Martial Arts Marathon. 
After training fanatically for seven years and now for two years as a black belt on a mission, in the middle of 1972 (specifically June 1st) I would invite 30 black belts from almost as many styles including Judo and Jujitsu and one Kyokushinkai Black Belt visiting from France. 

My martial arts marathon concept was to fight each of these 30 ‘First Degrees’ for three minutes each, with only the one five minute break after round 25, to earn my Second Degree. Several of them for varying reasons (personal and political) did not want me to make it, which particularly in the later rounds, made things interesting and drew much blood, luckily, not mine! 

Almost immediately, this grading developed a gargantuan life of its own, the concept became thirty rounds ‘according to rank’ and the grading eventually (within a few years due to the higher ranks simply, always getting stronger) became so extremely violent it was causing very serious injuries all over Australia and New Zealand… very serious injuries! 

It was during a five day ‘Summer Camp’ in Victoria’s beautiful Grampian Mountain ranges during January 1985 that it was decided that maybe enough is enough! A twenty year old Black Belt came to me on day four of this camp, the day before the Second Degree Marathon Grading, with what at the time was a ‘legitimate’ request…

“Excuse me Chief, I’m a little concerned and at the same time confused, it is about tomorrow, I am going for my Second Degree with the other twelve probationary Second Dan students that are here on camp! We have all heard about how tough your grading was thirteen years ago back in 1972. Thirty rounds with those thirty First Degrees from as many different styles, wow! My confusion is that I would never perceive to be in the league of the Master and leader of my style – but I have prepared a list of ‘my’ thirty opponents who ‘I’ have to fight tomorrow. ‘According to Rank’ which the rules dictate, my first fight is with you and you have been Fifth Degree since last year (1984). My second fight is with Renshi Richard Norton and he’s been Fourth Degree since his last grading at the Southern Cross in 1978, my next fight is Dave Berry and he got his Sensei and Third Degree that same day Richard got Fourth. My next twenty seven fights are with Billy Manne, Malcolm Anderson, Steve Nedelkos, George Zakaria, Paul Fyfield, Percy Lanciana and then…”
“What is your point?” I demanded, cutting him off abruptly, not sure where this young Black Belt was going. “Well here is a copy of my list of my thirty opponents, I’m a Probationary Second ‘Dan’, I just want to shake my Ho tomorrow and become a Full Second ‘Degree’. You will notice on my list that even in my thirtieth and final round I will still be fighting a guy who is a mature Third Degree and at least five years older than me. My concern and confusion is, can I pull through this without more than likely getting myself killed!” 
“You have trained extremely hard, now all you have to do is fight as hard and everything will work out fine, this is how it all works”. Was my immature answer, as I studied his list of opponents ‘According to Rank’, this made me seriously reflect many recent incidents. 

The next day after the thirty rounds, two had collapsed during the event, eleven were still standing at the final bell – they had made it? They were now Second Degree Martial Artists… Nine of them had to be immediately taken to the local hospital for medical treatment. Four of them were treated and allowed to leave and five of them were held overnight with more serious concerns. Two were held for several days, they were badly injured! 

As a result of this, regular Think-Tanks were created to try and find a solution. But ahead of a solution came a much worse situation with a much younger Probationary Second Degree from Horsham, in country Victoria. Enzio Cericola was the next catastrophe, bad enough to ban the Marathon concept for several years. Eventually a sensible modified version came to light and was trialled for a specific time frame. Now today, in the new millennium this grading has survived many modifications, if ‘you’ choose it to be it is even more enduring, without all of those unnecessary injuries. 

***The infamous reputation of our martial arts marathon became forever entrenched in our BJMA mythology with the release of award winning New Zealand film ‘Once were Warriors’ featuring Temuera Morrison, also of Star Wars fame. This film explores the social dilemma of these native islanders with an in-depth look at domestic violence within the suburbia life style of the Maori. 
***Several BJMA - NZ black belts were working on the film doing stunts, special effects and the like, during a coffee break -THINK TANK – these black belts described our Second Degree grading (as it was then) to production staff. The rest is history, if you have seen the film; you have seen a very violent version of this concept as a Maori Warrior is taken off to a warehouse to perform this BJMA ritual wanting the acceptance of his peers! 

***If you would like to observe our BJMA philosophy which surrounded this grading during the seventies, where the connection is so close you would think we wrote the script. There is a classic film that expresses the Bob Jones – Richard Norton phenomena of this era which has the classic title of ‘Fight Club’ with Brad Pitt and co-starring by coincidence of name, English actor Edward Norton. 
*It is probably worth a mention here that these two films, the controversial ‘sinister seventies’ philosophy and this version of the Second Degree Marathon are in no way in line with our current 21st Century teaching principles and practises.

ROLLING STONES TOUR – 1973 – THE BEGINNING 
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Late 1972 and a lunch meeting had been organised at the ‘old’ Southern Cross Hotel’ with the ‘Paul Dainty Corporation’ regarding a world tour coming to Australia early in 1973. Featuring an international act, it was another of those great turning points in the life and career of Bob Jones. Paul Dainty finished off this lunch stating: 

“Bob, It is imperative you do a good job with this tour. If you are successful with this there will be a lot more work in the future for you and your organisation”. 

We wound up doing more than twenty years with Paul Dainty Corporation, and that entailed meeting a lot of fun people. But of all of those fabulous tours, that first ever tour still stands out in the memory bank, why? Because it was THE ROLLING STONES TOUR OF 1973 the beginning of the ‘BJC - TEAM SECURITY’ WORLD TOURING.



	

THIRD DEGREE MARTIAL ARTS GRADING - 1975: 
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“Mirror reflection of students through self”
Suddenly it was 1975 and the required three years had evolved since my marathon experience, and having been an instructor during this time, and now with my Third Degree, it was time for me to experience being a teacher and begin sharing my latest experiences and knowledge that comes with this intriguing Third Degree level of Black Belt…

“Teaching and sharing knowledge is the ‘true’ VALUE OF VALOR of ‘our’ way known as the martial ‘arts’ journey”.
Many fans (Parents etc,) of our organisation, many students of varying Degree rankings and especially many newly graded Third Degree ‘Teachers’ often ask me at seminars and training trips, “Can you please give me any extra information to broaden my scope of evaluating ‘Value of Valor’ to improve my teaching skills?” 
My answers always vary dependant on who it was that poised the question ie; what, if any is their dominant colour defining their relationship with me - red (fire), yellow (air) or blue (water) – this of course will dictate the most beneficial result of my reply for them at this juncture of ‘their’ journey, generally I take the time to give fairly explicate descriptions of these two words as individual interpretations. 

‘VALUES’ guide all plans, decisions and actions… Life’s goals and your Martial Arts higher Degrees are for the future. Values and your current Third Degree are here in the ‘now’. Goals are set. Values are lived. Goals along with our Degrees – periodically change. Values are rocks you can count on. Goals get you and your students going. Values sustain all of your efforts applied together as the ‘group’.
What extreme value can you place on all of ‘your’ coloured belts and your personal Black Belt student/instructors? 
What measure of value can you place on your ‘direct up-line’ of Fourth and Fifth Degrees and above within your BJMA Family? 
Are there possible limits to the value of BJMA Systems that have been developed for your personal adventure? 
‘VALOR’ is one of those words that clarify’s the ‘true’ meaning of ‘our’ martial arts ‘way’ (ie; Internal strength and Intrepid courage, especially in the way of warfare; the dictionary also defines valor as personal bravery). As a teacher it is your obligation to your students that they come to understand that external enemies are not the concern. It is the enemy deep within our psyche that is the haunting dark side that each of us has to endure and eventually conquer to be ‘truly’ successful in our MA journey of valor. 

How strong is your personal Value of Valor? 
Do you have personal guaranties in place to make it almost impossible to allow the concept of failure for you or any ‘one’ of your students at this time – as they give you their undying loyalty?

BOB JONES – Loyal students and personal friends - 1975
During an otherwise not unusual training session one night not long after my Third Degree grading at #48 – 50 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne Headquarters, I was struck with a vision that impacted on me like an Atomic Bomb… I had just finished the night’s classes, having trained 250 students. By now there were four training areas on four separate floors of the two premises now at 48-50 Elizabeth Street Melbourne; the point to my rare observation was… that there was not one Skip (Aussie) in attendance.

Every student who trained that night was of multiple European extractions with almost all of them born in Australia, all sons and daughters of ‘that’ previous generation. The ‘Atom bomb’ of the occasion! There was not a wog, wop or dago amongst them; they were all my loyal students and my personal friends. 

‘BODYGUARDS’ BOB JONES - RICHARD NORTON

1975, the year of the “BODYGUARDS”, the BJC television series concept that did not get off the drawing board stage, “Great idea Bob, but who really knows who Richard Norton and Bob Jones are?” said the Executives in positions of power (In their defence, this WAS before Richard Norton had made his sixty movies, and I was still to hit BJC 1000 advertised classes per week in four different countries). 
Just imagine for a moment what might have happened if this series had clicked. As it never eventuated you may have no interest. If you do, click here on the BODYGUARDS.

For sixteen years all through the seventies and well into the eighties (From the Miracle Rock Festival in 1970, only one year after Woodstock in the USA, to the first Sunbury in 1972 and culminating with Narara, near Gosford NSW in 1986) the BJC secured all of Australia's major rock concerts that ran over several days and drew crowds in excess of 50,000. At each concert, hundreds of his associates (black belts) were employed to secure all aspects of public wellbeing.
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CLUBSHOP INTERNATIONAL – BJMA Supplies

By the middle of this decade we had already expanded into three major cities in three states (Melbourne - Victoria, Brisbane - Queensland and recently Adelaide, South Australia. Then it was time for each state to compete against each other with their suburban sprawl expansion). Plus, we were planning to go EVERYWHERE! It was during 1975 and this growth explosion that the BJC found it was time to establish their pre - planned concept of CLUBSHOP INTERNATIONAL, a permanent base for over the counter Customer Sales and Service, including Warehousing and Distribution to every BJC (Bob Jones Club). 

Stock was sent to every Black Belt Instructor no matter where they taught. CLUBSHOP INTERNATIONAL supplied on demand, with stock on hand the instructors ‘CLUB’ became a ‘SHOP’. This provided direct customer service to every new student as soon as they joined. This concept was a major factor and driving force behind the success of our organisation. 

CLUBSHOP INTERNATIONAL Pty Ltd a Division of the BJC - BOB JONES CORPORATION Pty Ltd, HEAD OFFICE at 6/26-38 Miller Street, Epping. 

For any information contact Manager, Mr Michael Kenna, or BJC and Bob Jones Personal Assistant, Jaqueline between 9.30 – 5.30 Monday to Friday and Saturdays 10.00 – 2.00.

[image: image9.jpg]



[image: image10.jpg]



TAG WAR GAMES – Tactical Adventure Games (TAG)

During this era of the sinister seventies, relaxing at SHOGUN (The then BJC Headquarters), one night watching a TV doco with a half a dozen live-in training bodyguards, I remember leaping out of my chair, alarming everyone, “That’s it – that’s us”. We had been watching an ‘adventure game’ with the title of ‘KILL THE PRESIDENT’. It involved a bunch of happy Americans running around in the wilderness shooting anything and/or anyone moving or even breathing. ‘Shooting’ with red vegetable-dye pellets fired from gas-pressurised rifles, contact and a burst pellet left the victim with a body mass of red dye, scoring penalty points. 

Within the year, the BJC had gone Nation wide across New Zealand and Australia with TAG (Tactical Adventure Games) where Bob Jones Martial Arts Clubs (BJMA) formed ‘Ten member teams’ competing with points against all other BJC teams on a “BJC-TAG” National Ladder. TAG was played with rules similar to the offensive and defensive strategies of Soccer. Except for the concept of ‘scoring’, instead of kicking a ball – we shot one another. “Well… you have to allow for the fact, it was the sinister seventies”.
WORLD KICKBOXING ASSOCIATION - 1976 
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Following on from TAG and just as the seventies were unfolding the BJC launched the WKA (World Kickboxing Association 1976) upon the Australian public; actually the WKA had an impact on the entire martial arts world. 

An almost unknown fact about the WKA is that Mr Howard Hanson, the original American promoter of legitimate ‘contact’ martial arts, had labelled the sport ‘Full Contact Karate’. 

Then Mr Hanson approached the BJC to assist in the world marketing of this new phenomenon… Bob Jones was excited about the concept, but definitely not excited about the name chosen.

Bob felt the name needed to be promoted as what it was hoped it would become, the ‘World Kickboxing Association’, not simply, American ‘Full Contact Karate’. After much discussion and debate Mr Hanson conceded that Australia could commence promotions under the banner of World Kickboxing Association, WKA, and that this name would be the property of the BJC within the South Pacific and Australasian Regions.



	FOURTH DEGREE MARTIAL ARTS GRADING - 1979:
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“Ones ability to be in control and remain within the ‘seven esoterical degrees” (ie; Fourth – Tenth Degree). 

In Celtic mythology my most recent four years as a teacher was quiet translucent, this allowed for my passage of light, but not a clear view of the big picture. As teachers we all place far too much time and effort with those we are ‘teaching’, this has us expect too much of our protégés, our own inexperience has us view them only through ourselves forgetting for a while it is ‘them’ that are also on their ‘own’ journey (One consolation: ‘everyone loves an all caring teacher’). 
From being translucent and to now truly transcend, it was my turn to elevate and enter the Fourth Degree realm, the most important grading to this particular juncture of our martial arts journey. The lower masters level, to ‘see’ from this weapons grading the light at that infinite tip of the sword and begin to comprehend the purpose and symbology of this metaphor. Now having acquired some ability to comprehend this, the first of the seven esoterical degrees from Fourth to Tenth Degree was within my sight. 

Here we have our Black Belt transformed with equally shaped red and white parallel stripes around our waist and into the ‘centre’ of our tied knot. Wearing these stripes with the white dominant over the red is symbolic from antiquity of the Moons power over the Sun (only at night of course). In Celtic philosophy the warriors were very superstitious and gauged time between battles by the amount of periods of darkness, thus the Celtic expression “I’ll see you in a fortnight”. 
Having travelled to every state around Australia and both Islands of New Zealand, developing incredible amounts of very capable Third Degree Teachers beneath me, it was now my time to spend more time developing ‘me’ on ‘my’ journey. It was time for me to become Master of My Own Destiny… for those following me beyond this point (1979), I shall become more and more - their guide, no longer teaching.

From Third Degree and the ‘Value of Valor’, Fourth Degree now has us rise this one level introducing us to the comprehension of ‘VALUE OF VIRTUE’, with rectitude, moral excellence and the taking of a personal oath as a sworn obligation to the next five years (Towards Fifth Degree) for our martial arts spiritual lives being devoted to virtue. 
Celtic Cultures Druids have always taught pagan warriors the four ‘natural virtues’ (being justice, temperance, prudence and fortitude), plus as a spiritual extension these Shamanic Wizards taught their warriors ‘three supernatural virtues’ (of patience, hope and charity or love). Many, many centuries of philosophy having the folklore of ‘Seven Virtues for Seven Degrees’, all being opposed to the ‘Seven Deadly Sins’.
THE EIGHTIES

Throughout the seventies and into the early eighties Bob Jones had also toured extensively as a Personal Bodyguard to all major Rock and Roll celebrities including The Rolling Stones, Joe Cocker, Fleetwood Mac, Paul Rodgers and Bad Company, Europe's ABBA, David Bowie, Boy George, Linda Ronstadt to name a just few. The list he did NOT tour with is a much shorter list! (See the year 2001 for the release and potential purchasing of his second book that features his journey with all of these celebrities as they all rock together with Bob Jones down memory lane, it’s titled simply; “Let The Good Times Roll’ You should get yourself a copy today. Eddie Maguire and Bert Newton both gave rave reviews).
MUHAMMAD ALI – EDMONTON CANADA - 1983
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Throughout my adventures and travels around the planet, whenever I would discuss what I had been doing in recent times, I often felt some people had trouble getting a handle on this Bob Jones character, “Is he for real, how would he find enough hours in any one day to do all this stuff?” was one of many similar questions total strangers would ask anyone present as if I was not even in the room. 

Here is one of my favourites that no one ever swallowed, “Bob, have you ever met Muhammad Ali?” was often asked with anticipation, “Yes I met Muhammad Ali in 1983, when I was in Edmonton, Canada doing the security for a spectacular ‘Edmonton Shopping Plaza Launch’ and Fashion Show that lasted for seven days. After the Fashion Show and as a final climax to the weeks promotions, on the last night at the Edmonton Stadium, with a capacity live audience of 28,000 fight fans, I also had the honour of refereeing Muhammad Ali in one of his final bouts”. 

Ali’s wife promotedthe Fashion Show, and employed yours truly to do security. Now, while you are reading this, if you do not know or have never met Bob Jones, right now you are more than likely thinking to yourself, ‘Yeah, maybe, but it sounds like a great bunch of crock!’. This is why I have not told this and several other unbelievable stories to anyone for years. 

HANDS OFF – Women’s Self Defence 
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HANDS OFF! Here is my first published book, simply click on this cover to purchase your own ‘limited edition’ copy signed by Bob Jones with your personal inscription. Arriving back in Australia from the Muhammad Ali Spectacular and after much prior hard work, it was also 1983 that I had this book published by Sydney Publishers BAY BOOKS, titled HANDS OFF, a unique system of self defence against assault for the women of today. Bay Books was a Polish Jewish outfit, so I took my Melbourne Jewish Solicitor, a colourful character Mr Isaac Brott (One time he was stabbed ‘18’ times and lived to tell this true story in jest). In Sydney Isaac introduced me to Mr Beila Chida – a Sir Peter Abels of the then, Ansett Airlines connection (There’s a few names that will feature in my future books).
I mention these names for a bit of fun, they are great friends of mine and are members of the Australian and International Underbelly OTHERWORLD of the eighties. 

Back to the book, they did get me a great deal! The cover features a picture of Fleetwood Macs beautiful Stevie Nicks and yours truly training at her house in Los Angeles. Affirmations in the opening chapter are from all the ‘Magnificent ladies of Rock and Roll fame’ whom Bob Jones had the pleasure of protecting as their minder and personal fitness advisor. HANDS OFF is ideal as a gift for a man to purchase for his grandmother, mother, wife, daughter, sister, girl friend and we give great discounts for that many copies. It has proven invaluable as a marketing tool for our instructors taking programmed self-defence courses for women, our personal trainers teaching fitness and weight loss, our black belts teaching female classes at ‘all girl’ schools, supplying a ‘Free Copy’ to all of their students. Including this ‘hidden cost’ they have built in to the cost of their course.



	

FIFTH DEGREE MARTIAL ARTS GRADING - 1984: 
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“Ones ability to be in control and remain within the seven esoterical degrees”.
1984, and I have just experienced five years in the Lower Masters level. Now, with this transition to Fifth Degree I will use every opportunity during this next six years to develop my Upper Master skills. 

Kneeling on my right knee, the simple action representing this Fourth to Fifth Degree exchange of ranking is achieved by removing the belt, then reuniting ‘myself’ with my belt while meditating on the power of the significance of this occasion. 

This asceticism symbology of transcendence is unique, yet also, I ponder a personal autonomous statement while slowly and with full commitment - reapplying my belt around my body reversing the red from the bottom to the top. As w]e give dominance of the red over the white we begin to experience the vitality of our Fourth and Fifth Degrees. This is symbolic of the Sun now being dominant over the moon – and this in turn represents an understanding of our ability to be dominant over our dark side. 
This is why for as long as there has been Celtic Culture Mythology… all four Major Festivals (BELTANE, IMBOLC, LUSAHGNA and SOMHAIN) representative of the four seasons, warriors have athletically competed in the way of war strategies. Known as ‘The Funeral Games’ designed for the celebration of life, death and rebirth respecting the reverence of the most notable past warriors, Druids and Wizards. The ultimate athletic warriors of these events had an obligation… first as the ‘Fionna warrior’ and today the Matador have for millenniums – killed the Bull (known to all Celts as the Faena Ritual). 
In all of Celtic history and still today these Fionna/Matadors have worn ‘gold’ uniforms having them representative of the ‘Sun’ of God. Gyrating their bodies and both arms in double circles around their bodies. Waving a huge cloak coloured one side red, the other orange signifying the energy of the entire universe, and the magnificent rays and the intense heat of the mid afternoon Sun/God (these colours matter not to the Bull – as he is colour blind). The strict rules of the Faena Ritual state that without exception, the Fionna/Matador must never attack the Bull – he/she must only kill the Bull in self-defence, the ‘kill thrust’ must have that Sun reflecting ‘tip’ of the ‘faca’ (short sword) severing the upper spinal vertebrae of the animal – this proud beast dies without feeling death. 
Massive crowds of spectators have always roared their approval of this match of death between man and beast. As the ‘Black Bull’ (Dark-side) lays motionless in centre arena, killed by the ‘Gold Fionna warrior’ Sun/God (ie; Fionna translates from Celtic as one of the ‘Light – Intelligence’), the death of this magnificent beast is symbolic of mans conquering of the unknown psyche - the fear of harm that threatens us from ‘The Otherworld’. The red blood flowing upon the sand from the body of such a heroic challenger was believed to give birth to equally as magnificent crops for enough supplies to carry all of Celtic Society through the coming winter.

Knowing how important this Fifth Degree Grading is, to consolidate the creation of my personal destiny so as to spend the following six years developing and gaining the power to move up and into the second phase of these esoterical degrees… the giving of myself to the three levels of Wizardry. 

Six years developing and gaining the power… sounds like a big call, and it is! Third Degree and the ‘Value of Valor’ - Fourth Degree and the ‘Value of Virtue’ - now that big call we just referred to, transcending once again (this day has only taken me five years) it was now my turn to elevate and enter the realm of Fifth Degree, and experience the ‘VALUE OF VIRTUOSOS’. At this point of our Martial Arts Journey we are looked upon as Virtuosos Upper Masters, and Fifth Degree being designated by that red stripe over the white, and the strength that this encapsulates is expected of us, by ‘all’. 
The Value of Virtuosos must be absolutely transparent; my technical mastery must be faultless; my explanations of theory must be student friendly as well as allegorically beyond reproach. Simply being in the presence of ‘true’ Fifth Degrees all BJMA students must sense and ‘know’ our unified vision is - that we must make the world a better place.
NB: “You cannot change the world… without first making the change yourself”. 

SIXTY MINUTES

In the middle of this decade, Bob Jones would become the first and still the only Martial Artist in the world to be profiled by televisions top rating '60 Minutes'. This experience was very disappointing and not worth any more mention than appears here! 

AROUND THE WORLD IN 28 DAYS – ROD STROUD

Just after this in 1986, Bob Jones (with long time associate Rod Stroud – the then manager of the BJC-Western Australia) was sponsored 'AROUND THE WORLD IN 28 DAYS' including first class airflights, five star accommodation and expense account etc; by the Ray O'Connor Consultancy. Mr O’Connor was the former Liberal Premier of Western Australia on behalf of the Alan Bond Corporation (“Hello, it seems I can’t write a paragraph here without National and International Underbellies of the OTHERWORLD turning up – sorry about that!”). 
This was done to establish a triple headline of World Title Fights featuring Stan ‘The Man’ Longinedes and an International Kickboxing Teams Event, Australia versus America (which Team Australia captained by Frank Lanciana, won convincingly). This BJC major event was a headline entertainment spectacular to be a feature of the build up towards the infamous Alan Bond and his unforgettable 'Americas Cup' yacht race challenge (which Australia also won).
THAILAND – Inaugural Training Trip 1988 

Following this time in 1988, acting on the earlier advice of Holland’s Tekkin Donmez, we also ventured off on our first tour of Thailand, training at Thai-boxing at the World Famous Sityodtong Training Camp, not far from Pattaya (With all training supervised by Bob Jones Thai Boxing Master, Kru Sennin Yodtong). This was the first of ‘twenty two annual training tours’ Bob Jones and his friends and students and many professional fighters will have indulged in by January 2010.



	SIXTH DEGREE MARTIAL ARTS GRADING - 1990: 
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“Ones ability of putting ones ideas into practise” 
Within the nature of Celtic mythology, this grading is the entry into the realm of Wizardry. 

Now in the very beginning of 1990, Bob Jones’ obligation to the Arts is to spend the next seven years fully developing all of his creations, both within his martial arts journey and equally as important, within his economic and social life’s journey. The key to all success from this point and onwards is developing the power of this first stage of Wizardry to fully develop ‘ones ability of putting ones ideas into practise’.
THE NINETIES

FIGHTING FIT –CLUBSHOP INTERNATIONAL 

FIGHTING FIT Pty Ltd, a Division of the BJC was created at the beginning of 1990. An ideal opportunity for the Chief to exploit his creative talents, by designing entire seasonal ranges of martial arts leisure wear. Then followed every line of stock imaginable with our entire CLUBSHOP INTERNATIONAL range being branded with our new Fighting Fit commercial logo for everything now available for BJC students.

CROWD CONTROL LEGISLATION (BOUNCERS)

In the mid-nineties, Bob Jones expanded his nationwide Security Training Company with specialised training courses (working in conjunction with Inspector Stephen Frost of the Victorian Police Force and with the acknowledgement and liaison of the Victorian Government in creating a format for Crowd Control Legislation), which would develop future security personnel and bodyguards to carry on the work he no longer has the time or desire to continue himself.

BRONSONS NIGHT CLUB – JOONDALUP Western Australia

During 1994, Rod Stroud (The then ‘Chief’ Instructor and manager of the BJC-WA) formed a Resource Management Group involving several of our higher ranked WA Black Belt Instructors. This business relationship included Bob Jones becoming involved in his 'first night club' which Mr Rod Stroud had titled ‘BRONSONS’ in Joondalup, Western Australia. 

CAFÉ UNO – GLADIATOR CLUB BAR - CARLTON

This was followed early in 1995 by a local partnership with one of his Victorian Black Belts, Gianni Caldarera, having Bob Jones involved in his 'first restaurant'. Gianni was happy with Bob’s idea of ‘CAFÉ UNO’ as the name of the establishment; after all in Italian this means number ‘ONE’. Now we were the proud owners of an Italian restaurant, complete with Coliseum Pillars and exquisite Roman décor. Upstairs had a large function room and an amazing bar famously named GLADIATOR CLUB BAR (With the permission of Mr Pat Condon, Producer of that first television series), and of course we had huge blow up posters of all the Series Super Stars. The television Gladiators, contestants from the show and BJMA Black Belts hung out regularly at our Gladiator Bar.

SENJO INVESTMENTS 

Towards the end of 1995, Bob Jones Corporation Conglomerate acquired a 266 Lot Subdivision on a 75-acre property in West Rosebud, aligning the boundary of the very established Rosebud Retirement Village, Victoria. SENJO INVESTMENTS Pty Ltd a Division of the BJC was formed to be the vehicle to manage this new concept. This would become a stepping-stone into this ‘BJC new adventure’. From this he would become extensively involved in property development and various real estate investments. And a whole new passion for Bob Jones and one more outlet for his creative instincts were discovered during this incredible stage of his life.



	

SEVENTH DEGREE MARTIAL ARTS GRADING - 1997: 
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“Ones ability to organise and consolidate material gain” 
From Celtic mythology, this is the middle stage of Wizardry. 

As my seventh year as a Sixth Degree Black Belt (1990 – 1997) became accountable, the BJC-WSC was highly impressed with the direction of the BJMA (Bob Jones Martial Arts) organisation and the involvement and development of the many business interests involving so many BJC Associates, thus, giving me a unanimous vote of total confidence for my Seventh Degree. 
Having been extremely successful at putting my ideas into practise, I have put myself under incredible pressure to excel in the future as acquiring the true meaning of this unusual Seventh Degree. Where we need to comprehend the economics of the material world and successfully develop ‘ones ability to organise and consolidate material gain’. 

GOOD MORNING AUSTRALIA – BERT NEWTON

Towards the end of this decade of the nineties (early 1998), a television Producer and very good friend of the Chief, Mr Robin Jolley inquired as to whether he would be interested in having a weekly segment on Bert Newton’s GOOD MORNING AUSTRALIA working with Ms Michelle Downs, a recent winner of the Miss Australia Beauty Pageant. This lasted for a year and the weekly television appearance attracted a huge increase of new members for all of our Bob Jones Clubs (BJC) all over Australia.

EIGHTH DEGREE MARTIAL ARTS GRADING - 2003: 
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“One’s ability to break their world down and place it back into its correct constituents” 

THE TWENTY FIRST MILLENNIUM… THE FIRST DECADE 

PERDIEM PUBLISHING – ‘The Greatest Story Never Told’
Early in the new millennium (2001) Perdiem Publishing Pty Ltd, a division of the BJC self published the book titled ‘Let The Good Times Roll’. It was launched coincidently on the same day as the most violent terrorist action ever enacted within the United States, what has universally become known as 911. This part of the Bob Jones Story covers my adventures travelling around the world for thirteen years. Acclaimed by the critics including celebrities Eddie Maguire and Bert Newton as a damned good read, click here on the front or rear cover for more information and you can purchase a copy for yourself or as a present for a friend. They’ll love the thought from you as much as the book from me, and I will personally sign a message from you!

From Celtic mythology this is the final stage of Wizardry. Perhaps the reader noticed the time frame from my seventh (1997 – 2003) to eighth Degree was six years, rather than the traditional eight years. This was accomplished by using two of my five ‘credit’ years of prior black belt training (this leaves me with three unused years of credit). This was in part due to a pressure being applied by many of my BJMA higher ranked Associates training so hard, and shrinking the ‘physical’ gap between them and me. 

Plus adding to this dilemma several outside influences had entered my economic sphere, having my desire to organise and consolidate losing focus. I thought it better to use some of my training credit and move onto developing my ability to break ‘my’ world down and place it back into its correct constituents. With this decision serving its purpose my estimated time for Ninth Degree grading with all of my requirements coming back on track, is now 2112, allowing me to pass out of the Wizards level and into the third and final stages of the seven esoterical degrees.

About now, there may be quiet a few of you readers asking yourselves “I have learnt here the ‘Value’ of Third, Fourth and Fifth Degrees and now I wonder what the overall ‘Value’ is of these three levels of the realm of the Wizard. And those Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Degrees of first ‘ideas’ and secondly, ‘economics’ and thirdly, ‘rebuilding’ wherever it may be deemed necessary?
These Three Degrees of wizardry normally spread over twenty four years of discovery and development are for us as serious Martial Artists to truly understand the metaphorical implications of ancient WIZARDRY, these Druidic wise men of antiquity whose role was that of advisors to Celtic warriors’ spiritual values. 
These immortal Druids also signified the TRUE VALUE of the ‘VITALITY OF VICTORY’, this principle of extreme LIFEFORCE (Vitality) being a constant renewal of ethereal energy with what they believed to be their connection to a Universal Vibration. 

This coupled with the principle of the CONQUEROR (Victory) being the overcoming of an enemy or of any difficulty by subjugating opponents in many battles or campaigns spread over long periods of time… this is the value of the ‘Vitality of Victory’ as very powerful descriptive words for the meaning of the Ancient Martial Arts. As modern warriors in today’s society knowing this connection of ours to so many millennium of those that came before us, fills us with pride and a sense of ‘self- esteem’, that human emotion whose power ranks right up there with ‘love’ and ‘hate’.
PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF CHINA – Early 2003 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA – Late 2003 

During 2003 I spent the first half of the year checking out The Peoples Republic Of China. This was at the height of the SARS epidemic. It was interesting to observe the early progression of preparing for the upcoming Olympic Games. My highlight while in the PROC was time spent training with many Masters of Kung Fu, Wushu and Taichi. After leaving China mid year I headed for the USA to catch up on some old mates in the rock n roll industry whom I had spent so many years with in an earlier part of my journey. For the second half of 2003 I bounced back and forth from east coast to west coast, spending time in New York (55th Ave and 6th St) with a real good mate, Noel Rush (ZEN DO KAI – Sixth Degree Black Belt) a many year veteran bodyguard to Billy Joel. Over on the West Coast in Malibu, California I spent some prime time with a Fleetwood Mac minder for more years than I care to remember, Wayne ‘The Wedge’ Cody (ZEN DO KAI – Black Belt who did most of his training on the road with mentor and fellow minder, Dennis Dunstan). Back home after an American Xmas and New Year, I would arrive back in Australia during January 2004.

SAFECAM – “Where you see this camera, you will be safe” - 2004 

A more recent venture has been developing a concept to again take the security industry by storm… an innovative electronic surveillance device causing, “everyone to be responsible for his or her actions and reactions”. I called this exciting new concept SAFECAM, “Where you see this camera, you will be safe”. Today, this concept has been shelved until further notice due to many reasons, not least being the current financial meltdown.

PORTUGAL ADVENTURE – EMILIA/FADO – 2006-7-8-9 

During the last three years (Late 2006 - 7 - 8 - mid 2009) I have spent initially three months (Late 2006, October – December) followed by eight months (August, 2007 until April – 2008) with two exciting adventures in Portugal. Working with Mr Ivo Rato, one of my Black Belts from the mid-seventies (Currently ranked seventh degree in BJMA – Tara Miliate, together we are attempting to enter the European Entertainment Industry. Mr Rato is an avid Portuguese - Lusitanian Historian and Anthropologist and an extremely talented poetic/songwriter. His experience in all these areas has him writing powerful lyrics, about all aspects of European Celtic mythology including the most ancient Celtic Festival Trilogy of Fado, Fandango and Faena. 
We have recently incorporated this esoteric knowledge into an intriguing musical album featuring the top football clubs and players, including the National Portuguese Team and Renaldo who is currently the sports hottest player. He is also negotiating the concept with local clubs, including Benfica (Guinness book of records states this club to have more members than any other club) and Porto Football Club (Currently reputed to be the most financially successful club in the world of Soccer). Plus Sporting Club, the third biggest football club in the country have had an incredible song written about their cultural connection of their logo, their Lion and the face of the Sun-God, Lugh!

Emilia is the name of a beautiful, young and exciting Fadista (singer of Fado), come see our album http://www.emiliafado.com/you can have a listen to any of her tracks, you probably wont understand the lyrics although she has such a magnificent voice you may want to purchase a couple of tracks for your musical collection (In time everything will be produced with English vocals – who these singers may be will surprise you). 

We would like the entire Portuguese *speaking world to look at, listen to and embrace… this album was specifically written for her and is titled ‘EMILIA – The Voice Of Lusitania’.
(*Approximately 270,000,000 people speak Portuguese, it is the sixth most spoken language including 200,000,000 in Brazil alone, and Emilia was born in Brazil).
PORTUGAL – 2009 – THE THIRD TIME!

During 2009 I re-entered Portugal for the third time (Celts always do things in threes) on June 30th. I figured arriving in Lisbon, Portugals Capitol City on July 1st (Being the beginning of the financial year would be a good omen) would be as good a time as any to get serious about ‘connecting’ my three wizardry degrees of 6, 7 & 8 – Firstly my ideas, then organising and consolidating you know what? And having broken ‘everything down’ my current challenge for my 9th degree (June Ist – 2012) is to ‘connect’ everything I have ever done in the past with everything I have planned for our future to have this ‘connection’… In, with and throughout Europe!

*You can follow our ‘Journey’ in more detail at: http://www.celtimaniaproject.com/


NINTH DEGREE MARTIAL ARTS GRADING - 2012: 
The lower level, or the probationary period of the final stage of self aggrandizement, becoming comfortable with this level is the development of our understanding of…

“Ones ability to penetrate and unite all things of matter and spirit”.
THE TWENTY FIRST MILLENNIUM – THE SECOND DECADE

In the year 2012 the Chief will have been Eighth Degree for the required nine years since 2003. During this time and with total transparency he will have broken down all aspects of ‘his’ world. For those of you following this guidance you will have observed him rebuilding ‘his’ world by placing everything, back into its correct constituents. Albeit with one major indifference, ‘his’ world has now become ‘THE WORLD’. This will make him eligible to apply for sanctioning agreement with the BJC-WSC to make this transition to Ninth Degree (Red base belt with black central parallel trim). The first part of the third and final stage of the esoteric Degrees, Ninth Degree is titled Professor. At this level it is all about the third and final emersion into the Trilogy of the Seven Esoterical Degrees. Red, Yellow and now, finally Blue.

TENTH DEGREE MARTIAL ARTS GRADING - 2022:
“Ones ability to penetrate and unite all things of matter and spirit”.
THE TWENTY FIRST MILLENNIUM – THE THIRD DECADE

In the year 2022 the Chief will have been Ninth Degree for the required ten years since 2012. This will make him eligible to apply for sanctioning agreement with the BJC-WSC to make this transition to Tenth Degree (Solid Red Belt – representative of the metaphor of the true energy of the Sun of God – The Universe of Creation). 

*During the time frames of these final two Ninth and Tenth Degree Grading levels (nineteen years between 2003 - 2022) he has the option, if needed to use any part of his three credit years from pre black belt prospective training. Although this is highly unlikely as his numerology and astrology are powerfully intertwined at these times (And as his Celtic culture quotes ‘Numbers Are The Power Of The Universe’ he will most likely adhere to these time frames written here!). 
This second part of the third and final stage of the esoteric Degrees, being Tenth Degree within the martial arts journey is titled ‘Chief Grand Professor’ – our founder, also with this highest Degree achievable within his personal journey of life will be deemed The ‘Chief Pendragon’, the most prestigious honour bestowed in Celtic Warrior Culture. 

At this point it is left to your imagination what will happen beyond the Mountains, Oceans and the Universal horizon for our founder and our innumerable BJC – RMG organisations. On completion of these two Final allegorical Degrees, the Journey of duality has finally moulded into the ‘Ultimate Asceticism’ and now the real journey begins. Our Founder will have transcended totally into the Spiritual Realm and the True Trilogy will have began “With the aid of ‘every’ student at what ever level you are at, any limitations we may have thought we had, definitely will now not exist… train hard, fight easy, stay strong and above all, enjoy you’re BJMA Journey”… And what Degree of Rank might ‘you’ be in 2022, think on this? 
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